
Grin Reaping catalogues the foibles of the fictional Boyle family. In
a series of fourteen interconnected short stories and musings,
Rudy Boyle, a Northern Ontario college English teacher stuck both
in middle age and in the middle of his five siblings, transforms the
strangeness of his everyday life into exaggerated home-movie
prose. From the significance of tuna fish and Botox, the threat of
coyotes and aliens, to the big-ticket items of mortality, gender,
climate-change, and Armageddon, Rudy tackles a range of topics
with a wry, self-deprecating wit. As he variously shares such
snippets, he exaggerates small and mundane situations into comic
celebrations of the life of the mind, never letting the truth get in the
way of a great story. His reminiscences deal not only with the
absurdities of human nature, but also encompass the grief of
losing family. Rudy is bedeviled by neurosis, and cowed before the
insignificant things in his world. He talks largely about small
matters and trivially about great affairs. It is the nature of his
dilemma and the dilemma of his nature.
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Rod Carley’s second novel, KINMOUNT, won the Silver Medal for Best
Regional Fiction from the 2021 Independent Publishers Book Awards and
was one of ten books longlisted for the 2021 Stephen Leacock Memorial
Medallion for Humour. His first novel, A Matter of Will, was a finalist for the
2018 Northern Lit Award for Fiction. His short stories have appeared in
Cloud Lake Literary, Blank Spaces Magazine, the non-fiction anthology 150
Years Up North and More, and HighGrader Magazine. Latitude 46
Publishing is releasing his new interconnected collection of short stories,
GRIN REAPING, in June of 2022. Rod is a graduate of the Humber School
for Writers and resides in North Bay, ON. www.rodcarley.ca.
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“Once in a while, you come across that rare writer who makes you laugh and
think at the same time, even in the same sentence. Rod Carley pulls it off in
Grin Reaping, an off-kilter look at death that left me feeling happy,
enlightened, and very much alive.”
—Terry Fallis, two-time winner of the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour.
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