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Diane Pascoe was born in Toronto in 1951, the second of four daughters of Carol and George Windsor. 

She attended school in London, Ontario, graduating from Oakridge High School in 1969.  

Diane had an early passion for humorists such as Mark Twain, James Thurber, Robert Benchley, Stephen 

Leacock, and later Erma Bombeck. An essay that she wrote for her grade ten English exam on the topic 

“My Most Embarrassing Moment” not only won praise from her teacher for its humour, but the essay 

foreshadowed the theme of the personal humour essays that she would write later in her life. 

After graduating from the University of Western Ontario with a Psychology degree in 1972, she worked 

as a caseworker for the provincial government. In 1979, she changed direction, doing her MBA degree 

full-time at York University, and graduating in 1981. Diane then joined Xerox Canada where she worked 

in Human Resources, Public Relations and Service Operations for 23 years. Family and her career, not 

writing, were her focus at that time. 

But in 2004, her husband, Eric, accepted a job promotion with his company in Raleigh, North Carolina, 

and her life changed. After relocating, Diane wasn’t employed immediately, instead attending Duke 

University to study U.S. Human Resources policies and laws. When the corporate voices were silenced, 

she heard her own voice. She began to write about the things in her everyday life that tickled her funny 

bone or touched her heart. Even while working in Human Resources in various organizations for the next 

12 years, Diane continued to write personal humour essays. 

When she retired in 2016, she was determined to have a book of 40-45 personal humour essays published 

but soon learned that it could take some time to find an agent and/or publisher. In the interests of time, 

Diane chose to self-publish her personal essays in a book titled Life isn’t Perfect but My Lipstick Is. In 

2019, she published a second humour book titled Never Argue with a Wiener Dog: You’ll Lose.  

In 2021, she published a third humour book titled Honey, Do These Earrings Make Me Look Fat? In her 

conversational writing style, Diane describes her everyday challenges and adventures, always looking at 

life through a humour lens. Humour propels her essays, but it’s the wisdom she shares from her everyday 

experiences that makes her writing shine. Writing humour has freed her to be a wiser, more confident, and 

funnier version of her younger, safer, unexamined self.  

Diane has won writing prizes in North Carolina writing contests and her relatable stories have been 

published in local publications. Readers love her wit, her positivity, and her nod to the experiences of all 

women. Diane regularly speaks to women’s groups and book clubs, highlighting her writing backstory 

and reading selected essays to the delight of her audiences. 


