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Critch, Dumont and Mercer make Leacock Medal shortlist 

 

ORILLIA, Ont. — The president and board of directors of Stephen Leacock Associates are 

pleased to announce the shortlist for the 2022 Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour.  

In the running for the medal and $25,000 prize are, in alphabetical order by author surname: 

 

 Mark Critch, An Embarassment of Critch’s  (Viking Canada) 

MARK CRITCH is one of the most recognizable 

faces in Canadian comedy and he has won multiple 

awards for both writing and performance. For 

fourteen years, he has starred on CBC's flagship 

show, This Hour Has 22 Minutes. As an anchor and 

“roving reporter,” he has brought celebrities and 

politicians to Canadian living rooms across the 

nation. He is the host of CBC’s Halifax Comedy 

Festival and has written for and appeared in CBC’s 

world-renowned Just for Laughs series. 

 

 Dawn Dumont, The Prairie Chicken Dance Tour  (Freehand Books) 

DAWN DUMONT is from the Okanese Cree Nation, 

located in southern Saskatchewan. She is the 

award-winning writer of Nobody Cries at Bingo, 

Rose’s Run and Glass Beads. Dawn is a keynote 

speaker, comedian and humourist for Eaglefeather 

News and the Saskatoon StarPhoenix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rick Mercer, Talking to Canadians  (Doubleday Canada) 

RICK MERCER co-created and performed on 

CBC’s This Hour Has 22 Minutes, created and 

starred in Made in Canada, and created and 

starred in Talking to Americans, the most-watched 

comedy special in Canadian television history. He 

went on to host the hugely successful Rick Mercer 

Report for 15 seasons. Rick was appointed an 

Officer of the Order of Canada in 2014 for his work 

with charitable causes and “his ability to inspire and 

challenge Canadians through humour.” In 2019, he 

received a Governor General’s Performing Arts Lifetime Artistic Achievement Award. He is 

from Middle Cove, Newfoundland and Labrador. 

 

“Books selected for the Stephen Leacock medal must be not only humorous but also well-

written, showing style and depth. The three finalists this year meet those criteria without 

question,” said Leacock Associates president Michael Hill. “Our panel of judges has selected 



three outstanding books from seventy-eight entries. It will be exciting to see which one was 

determined to be the most humorous of the year.  

 

The winner will be announced on Saturday, September 17, 2022, at the Leacock Medal Gala 

Dinner where the three 2022 finalists will join the shortlisted authors from 2020 and 2021 for 

celebrations that have been delayed by the COVID-19 pandemic.  This year is the 75th 

anniversary of the Leacock Medal, and many former winners will also be attending.  Tickets for 

this memorable event and for the “Meet the Authors” and Student Showcase event the previous 

evening are available for purchase online at www.leacock.ca/gala.php. 

 

The Stephen Leacock Memorial Medal for Humour awards are generously sponsored by the 

Dunkley Charitable Foundation. 

 

For more information about Stephen Leacock Associates, please visit the website at 

www.leacock.ca. 
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